Reducing tobacco-related harm in the Pacific.
Tobacco use is a significant public health issue for the Pacific. Although Pacific Countries recognise this fact, their ability to respond is hampered by a lack of resources. The New Zealand Agency for International Development (NZAID) Tobacco Control in the Pacific Project was launched in 2004 to help address this resource gap and to support the tobacco control work currently under way in six Pacific countries. The project aims to create a sustainable Pacific approach to tobacco control and supplements the support provided by the World Health Organization, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, and others in the important field of tobacco control. The project uses a comprehensive approach to tobacco control focusing on creating tobacco control action plans for each country, helping with the preparation and passage of tobacco control legislation, non-government organization capacity building, health promotion and assistance with smoking cessation activities.